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#9 Softball Gears Up to Host Annual ‘Duel In the 
Desert’ 
 
Leading Off: 
The #9 Sun Devils came out of last weekend’s action 1-2 after losses to #1 UCLA 
and #14 Washington, before coming back to top 5-4 Washington in a 13-inning 
game last Sunday.  #1 UCLA now leads the Pac-10 with a 5-1 conference record, 
with ASU tied for fourth at 2-2 in conference play. ASU batted .216 over the 
weekend, scoring 10 runs off of 24 hits while posting a slugging percentage and on-
base percentage of .333 and .351. The team was lead at the plate by sophomore 
Rhiannon Baca, who had two home runs and drove in ten over the weekend for the 
Sun Devils. On the mound, Katie Burkhart put in 20.2 innings of work where she 
allowed only 11 hits, and held her opponents to a .151 batting average. Burkhart 
fanned 32 batters over the weekend, 23 of which came in her 11 inning complete 
game against Washington, which ties her for fifth in NCAA history in strikeouts per 
game. She was awarded for her efforts as the Pac-10 named her Pitcher of the Week. 
 
ASU saw 2,860 fans through the turnstiles over the weekend, and set one of the 
highest all-time attendance records on Saturday, as 1,317 fans came to watch ASU 
take on the Huskies, with an even greater expected attendance this weekend. 
 
 
On Deck: 
The #9 Sun Devils will set to play in-state and Pac-10 rival, the #4 Wildcats of 
Arizona (31-6, 2-3 Pac-10) this weekend in Tempe at Farrington Stadium on Friday 
and Saturday night, with both games starting at 7 p.m. Fans are reminded to buy 
their tickets in advance, as tickets are rapidly selling and ASU will be unable to sell 
at the ticket window once sold out. The first 1,000 fans to enter Farrington Stadium 
for Saturday’s game will also receive a copy of the Wells Fargo Poster Softball 
Edition. 
 
 
 

  

2006 Schedule/Results 
222kljfPitchers  
38-5, 2-2 Pac-10 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT/TIME 
2/9    Utah State   W; 8-0 
2/10-12  Kajikawa Classic All Day 
2/17  Illinois State  W; 8-0 
2/17  Iowa (19)  W; 5-4 
2/18  Iowa (19)  W; 10-7 
2/18 Illinois State  W; 8-0 
2/19 Iowa (19)  W; 8-1 
2/19 Illinois State  W; 2-0 
2/24-26 NFCA Leadoff Classic All Day 
3/2    @ Southern Utah            W; 3-1 W; 9-1 
3/3-5 @ UNLV Tournament All Day  
3/5     Team China (Exhibition) W; 2-0. 
3/9   @ Santa Clara (DH) 9-0, Rain 
3/10-12 @ NIS Tournament All Day 
3/14  Baylor (DH)              W; 3-0 W; 5-3 
3/16-17 @ Judy Garman Classic All Day 
3/24  UNLV (DH)            W; 3-1, W;10-1 
3/29  UTEP (DH)            W;5-4, W;12-0 
3/31  @ Oregon  Postponed 
4/1    @ Oregon State  W; 3-2 (8) 
4/2    @ Oregon State  Postponed 
4/7    UCLA  L; 7-4 
4/8    Washington  L; 3-1 (11) 
4/9    Washington  W; 5-4 (13) 
4/14  Arizona  7:00 p.m. 
4/15  Arizona    7:00 p.m. 
4/21  @ California  3:00 p.m. 
4/22  @ Stanford  1:00 p.m. 
4/23  @ Stanford  1:00 p.m. 
4/28  @ Washington  1:00 p.m. 
4/29  @ UCLA  2:00 p.m. 
4/30  @ UCLA  1:00 p.m. 
5/3    @ Arizona     7:00 p.m. 
5/5    Stanford  7:00 p.m. 
5/6   California  7:00 p.m. 
5/7   California  1:00 p.m. 
5/11  Oregon State  1:00 p.m. 
5/12  Oregon  7:00 p.m. 
5/13  Oregon   1:00 p.m. 
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‘Cat Tracks: 
The #3 Arizona Wildcats are currently 31-6 on the season while holding a 2-3 record in Pac-10 play as they come off last 
weekend 1-2 with a win over #14 Washington and back-to-back losses to #1 UCLA.  The Wildcats currently rank first in the 
Pac-10 in batting average (.329), ERA (.80), on-base percentage (.411), opposing batting average (.133), batters struck out 
(418), hits allowed (108), runs allowed (31), and doubles, triples and home runs allowed. The ‘Cats are lead by senior pitcher, 
Alicia Hollowell, who has thus far this season posted a .69 ERA (10th in NCAA), with a .127 opposing batting average and 
striking out 220 batters in 121.2 innings (4th in NCAA in per-seven innings) pitched. Leading the ‘Cats at the plate is junior 
outfielder, Caitlin Lowe, who is currently hitting .490 on the season (good for 8th in the NCAA), with a slugging and on-base 
percentage of .677 and .523. She has connected for 47 hits, four of which were triples (tied for 11th per game in NCAA), and 
has stolen 19 bags on the season for UA.  In overall NCAA stats, the ‘Cats are ranked 8th in batting average (.368), 3rd in 
ERA (.80), 6th in fielding percentage (.980), 15th in scoring (5.68), ninth in won-loss percentage (.838), and tenth in slugging 
percentage (.503). 
 

We’ve Met Before: 
The ‘Cats lead the all-time series history against ASU 72-89, with their last 
meeting on April 23 , 2005 ending in an 10-3 loss for the Sun Devils.  
 
Playing With Fire: 
ASU leads the Pac-10 Conference in six offensive categories: runs scored 
(242), hits (339), RBIs (226), home runs (49), stolen bases (82) and total bases 
(536) after nine weeks of play. 
 
In conference play, ASU leads the Pac-10 stolen bases, with seven in 
conference play thus far. 
 
Freshman Kaitlin Cochran in her first season of collegiate softball, has 
exploded onto the scene to claim the first Pac-10 Player of the Week award of 
the season. The Yorba Linda, Calif. native thus far has batted 59-120 (.592) at 
the plate with 11 home runs (two against Oregon State), four triples, five 
doubles, 36 runs scored and 51 RBIs. Cochran’s 51 RBIs have put her on a 
record-shattering pace, as the ASU single-season record for RBI is 52, putting 
her only two shy of breaking the title. Last weekend against Pac-10 foes 
UCLA, Cochran hit a three-run home run against the Bruins before being 
intentionally walked four times the remainder of the weekend. 
 
After nine weeks of play, Cochran continues to lead the Pac-10 overall in 
batting average (.492), slugging percentage (.875), on-base percentage (.592) 
and RBI (51). 
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200PPPac-10 Standings 
Pac-10   Overall 

School           W-L    W-L 
Arizona State  2-2    38-5 
Arizona   2-3    31-6 
California 4-1    35-4 
Oregon  1-3    18-13 
Oregon State 2-4    29-6 
Stanford  3-3    29-7 
UCLA  5-1    33-3 
Washington 2-4    28-12  
 

 
Sophomore shortstop, Mindy Cowles has been another huge asset for ASU this year as she leads the Pac-10 overall with 13 
home runs, three of which she hit in one game against UTEP on March 29, also batting in ten RBI in that game, tying her for 
second place in NCAA records for home runs and RBI in a game. Cowles was awarded Pac-10 Player of the Week for the 
week of April 4, joining Kaitlin Cochran, who won the award earlier this year.  
 
Their fellow Devils are no slackers either as teammate Michelle Smith is tied for first in the Pac-10 scoring 38 runs. Smith is 
also leading the Pac-10 in stolen bases with 30 on the season and is only three stolen bags from tying the ASU single-season 
record of 33, set by Kristin Farber in 2004.  
 
The Sun Devil pitching staff is also coming up huge for ASU this year as Ashley Werschky is currently in first place in ERA 
in the Pac-10 with a .57 average and sixth place with an .150 opponent batting average, with her fellow Devils Desiree 
Serrano and Katie Burkhart also on the lists in sixth and eighth place with an 1.10 and 1.26 ERA with Burkhart ranked fourth 
with an 1.39 opponent batting average. 
 

  

Katie Burkhart also tied for the #5 spot for batters struck out with 218, with teammate Desiree Serrano in the #7 spot with 
171. Katie Burkhart was also honored this week as the Pac-10 Pitcher of the Week for her efforts in her 20.2 innings of work 
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over the weekend, where she struck out 32, 23 of which were in her 11 inning complete-game effort against Washington 
which ties her for fifth in NCAA history for strikeouts in a game. Burkhart was also honored last week as the NFCA National 
Player of the Week.         
 
The Votes Are In: 
After starting off the season un-ranked, the Sun Devils have not-so-quietly exploded into the top 25, with a #22 ranking after 
their first week of play and jumping rapidly into the #16/15 (USA Softball-ESPN/NFCA) positions after just two weeks of 
play followed by a #13/12 ranking with yet another jump up four weeks ago to the #11/10 spots in the USA Today-
ESPN/NFCA ranking last week and retaining those positions for a week before jumping to #9 in both polls for two weeks 
before moving into the #8/9 spots last week and holding a #9/10 ranking for this week. 
 
Statistics 101:  
The 2006 squad has already begun to show their prowess in breaking records as they have as a team has hit 49 home runs in 
43 games, already superseding their total of 34 from last year’s entire season, as well as breaking the all-time ASU season 
record of 45, set by the 2003 Sun Devil squad.  The Sun Devils have also batted in 226 RBI, which is more than last year’s 
season total of 158 and only 33 RBI from breaking ASU’s all-time team RBI per season of 259 set in 1996. ASU has already 
shown their speed and confidence on the base-paths as well, going 82-94 in stolen base attempts, where last season they only 
stole 34 bases all season, and they are rapidly approaching the all-time stolen base record of 107 set by the 1997 team.  Last 
season’s Sun Devils plated 177 runs total on the season, while currently they have 242 runs on the season, 52 shy of ASU’s 
all-time season record by the 1996 team. ASU has also connected for 339 hits with a slugging percentage of .462 while 
posting a 6.40 ERA on their opposing pitchers.  On defense, ASU has held its opponents to only 65 runs off of 180 hits and a 
.167 batting average. 
 
A Threat in the Third: 
The Sun Devils have found their groove in the middle of games as the majority of their runs scored (48) have come in the 
third inning against opponents. 
 
USA SOFTBALL NATIONAL COLLEGIATE PLAYER-OF-THE-YEAR FINALISTS: 
Last week, ASU’s Katie Burkhart and Kaitlin Cochran were both named to the USA Softball POY list of 25 finalists, with 
Burkhart remaining on the pre-season list and Cochran being added to the 25 finalists. USA Softball cut its initial list of 50 
candidates in half, and will narrow the list down to three finalists before the Women’s College World Series. 
 
It’s Getting Drafty in Here… 
ASU’s own senior pitcher, Desiree Serrano was drafted into the National Professional Fastpitch League in February by 
ASU’s own in-state team, the Arizona Heat. The Heat also drafted Arizona pitcher Alicia Hollowell and Stanford shortstop, 
Lauren Lappin.  
 
Tough Schedule/Tougher Conference:  
The Sun Devils as always find themselves competing against some of the best softball teams in the world, in arguably the 
hardest softball conference in the world in the Pac-10. Currently, seven of the eight teams of the Pac-10 are ranked in the top 
25, including the number 1, 4, 5, 6, 8 and 9 seeds.  Since the Women’s College World Series began in 1981, 17 of 24 
National Champions have been Pac-10 teams, in 10 of those championship games, both teams were Pac-10 teams. 
 
 

  

 



                                                      The Automated ScoreBook

                                     Overall Statistics for Arizona State (as of Apr 11, 2006)

                                                 (All games Sorted by Batting avg)

                              Record: 38-5   Home: 14-2   Away: 10-0   Neutral: 14-3   Conference: 2-2

Player                 AVG  GP-GS    AB   R   H  2B  3B  HR RBI   TB  SLG%  BB HBP  SO GDP   OB%  SF  SH  SB-ATT   PO   A   E  FLD%

Marisa Trevino......  .600   6-0      5   1   3   0   0   0   4    3  .600   1   0   1   0  .667   0   0   1-1      0   1   0 1.000

Kaitlin Cochran.....  .492  43-43   120  36  59   5   4  11  51  105  .875  25   9  14   1  .592   3   0   9-13    32   1   0 1.000

Jackie Vasquez......  .375  33-31    88  20  33   2   0   0   4   35  .398   8   0   4   1  .427   0   7   0-1     12   0   0 1.000

Samantha Zadel......  .333  35-2     12   2   4   0   0   0   1    4  .333   1   1   4   0  .429   0   0   1-3      8   0   0 1.000

Michelle Smith......  .319  42-42   141  38  45   2   1   0  11   49  .348  17   0  36   0  .392   0   1  30-31    21   4   0 1.000

Ashley Werschky.....  .315  37-33    89   9  28   1   0   6  19   47  .528  12   3  23   1  .413   0   1   0-0     30  30   5  .923

Rhiannon Baca.......  .302  42-42   106  22  32   5   0   6  17   55  .519  27   3  22   0  .453   1   3   7-8     48  59   9  .922

Mindy Cowles........  .287  42-42   122  34  35   6   0  13  39   80  .656  31   1  38   0  .432   1   2  10-10    75  62   7  .951

Jessica Mapes.......  .286  33-20    56  18  16   0   0   0   4   16  .286   5   0  15   0  .344   0   5  10-10    11   1   0 1.000

Bridgette Caron.....  .283  26-12    46   7  13   4   1   0  12   19  .413   4   1   5   0  .353   0   3   2-2      2   0   0 1.000

Jen McCard..........  .235  28-20    68   7  16   1   0   1   9   20  .294   6   0  12   1  .297   0   3   1-2     17  34   7  .879

Kristen Miller......  .234  26-20    64   3  15   3   0   3  16   27  .422   4   1  22   0  .282   2   0   1-1    214   6   0 1.000

Heidi Knabe.........  .195  27-23    77   7  15   1   0   3  13   25  .325   1   4  15   2  .241   1   0   0-1    219   8   2  .991

Sharee Zaleski......  .174  32-28    69   5  12   4   0   4  14   28  .406  18   1  23   1  .352   0   0   1-1     87   5   0 1.000

Bianca Cruz.........  .160  18-9     25   4   4   1   0   1   2    8  .320   2   1   9   0  .241   1   0   0-0      1   7   2  .800

Kim Zadrozny........  .145  31-20    55  11   8   2   0   1  10   13  .236  14   3  15   1  .347   0   2   0-0    126   3   3  .977

Himmita Hixson......  .143  22-1      7   6   1   1   0   0   0    2  .286   1   0   3   0  .250   0   0   3-3      0   1   0 1.000

Kristin Crenshaw....  .000   8-0      7   0   0   0   0   0   0    0  .000   0   0   3   0  .000   0   0   0-0      1   5   0 1.000

Delenah Langley.....  .000  31-0      2  12   0   0   0   0   0    0  .000   0   0   1   0  .000   0   0   6-7      0   0   0  .000

Totals..............  .292  43-43  1159 242 339  38   6  49 226  536  .462 177  28 265   8  .396   9  27  82-94   910 257  38  .968

Opponents...........  .167  43-43  1078  65 180  21   2  23  63  274  .254  54  17 412   5  .218   3  21  11-15   860 342  42  .966

LOB - Team (306), Opp (207). DPs turned - Team (8), Opp (10). IBB - Team (8), Cochran 6, Zaleski 1, Cowles 1. Picked off -

Cochran 2, Zaleski 2, Smith 2, Vasquez 1, Hixson 1, Baca 1.

                                                (All games Sorted by Earned run avg)

Player                 ERA   W-L   APP  GS  CG SHO/CBO SV    IP   H   R  ER  BB  SO  2B  3B  HR   AB B/Avg   WP HBP  BK  SFA SHA

Ashley Werschky.....  0.73   6-0     8   4   1   1/2    0  37.0  20   5   3   9  23   5   0   1  133  .150    0   1   0    0   0

Desiree Serrano.....  1.41  15-2    23  19  14   6/0    1 127.1  93  28  20  28 171  12   0  10  463  .201    4   3   0    1  14

Katie Burkhart......  1.62  17-3    24  20  17   8/2    1 139.0  67  32  25  17 218   4   2  12  482  .139    4  13   0    2   7

Totals..............  1.39  38-5    43  43  32  17/2    2 303.1 180  65  47  54 412  21   2  23 1078  .167    8  17   0    3  21

Opponents...........  6.40   5-38   43  43  14   1/0    0 287.0 339 242 204 176 265  38   6  49 1159  .292   20  28   0    9  27

PB - Team (10), Miller 7, Knabe 3, Opp (22). Pickoffs - Team (2), Miller 1, Knabe 1, Opp (5). SBA/ATT - Knabe (7-10),

Burkhart (5-7), Serrano (4-6), Miller (4-5), Werschky (2-2).



                                                      The Automated ScoreBook

                                     Overall Statistics for Arizona State (as of Apr 11, 2006)

                                                 (All games Sorted by Fielding pct)

                         Player                   C   PO   A   E   FLD%  DPs  SBA CSB   SBA%   PB  CI

                         Kristen Miller......   220  214   6   0  1.000    0    4   1   .800    7   0

                         Sharee Zaleski......    92   87   5   0  1.000    3    0   0    ---    0   0

                         Kaitlin Cochran.....    33   32   1   0  1.000    0    0   0    ---    0   0

                         Michelle Smith......    25   21   4   0  1.000    0    0   0    ---    0   0

                         Jackie Vasquez......    12   12   0   0  1.000    0    0   0    ---    0   0

                         Jessica Mapes.......    12   11   1   0  1.000    0    0   0    ---    0   0

                         Samantha Zadel......     8    8   0   0  1.000    0    0   0    ---    0   0

                         Kristin Crenshaw....     6    1   5   0  1.000    2    0   0    ---    0   0

                         Bridgette Caron.....     2    2   0   0  1.000    0    0   0    ---    0   0

                         Marisa Trevino......     1    0   1   0  1.000    0    0   0    ---    0   0

                         Himmita Hixson......     1    0   1   0  1.000    0    0   0    ---    0   0

                         Heidi Knabe.........   229  219   8   2   .991    0    7   3   .700    3   0

                         Kim Zadrozny........   132  126   3   3   .977    5    0   0    ---    0   0

                         Desiree Serrano.....    22    1  20   1   .955    1    4   2   .667    0   0

                         Mindy Cowles........   144   75  62   7   .951    2    0   0    ---    0   0

                         Ashley Werschky.....    65   30  30   5   .923    0    2   0  1.000    0   0

                         Rhiannon Baca.......   116   48  59   9   .922    6    0   0    ---    0   0

                         Katie Burkhart......    17    5  10   2   .882    0    5   2   .714    0   0

                         Jen McCard..........    58   17  34   7   .879    1    0   0    ---    0   0

                         Bianca Cruz.........    10    1   7   2   .800    0    0   0    ---    0   0

                         Delenah Langley.....     0    0   0   0   .000    0    0   0    ---    0   0

                         Totals..............  1205  910 257  38   .968    8   11   4   .733   10   0

                         Opponents...........  1244  860 342  42   .966   10   82  12   .872   22   0
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